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of the bayonet," he declared, "so close that they
would not have room to wiggle, and allow intelli-
gent colored people to go up and vote in preference
to them. The only Union element in the South
proper ... is among the colored people. The
whites will treat you very kindly to your face, but
they are deceitful. I have often thought, and so
expressed myself, that there is so much deception
among the people of the South since the rebellion,
that if an earthquake should open and swallow
them up, I was fearful that the devil would be
dethroned and some of them take his place."

The point of view of the Confederate military
leaders was exhibited by General Wade Hampton
in a letter to President Johnson and by General
Lee in his advice to Governor Letcher of Virginia.
General Hampton wrote: "The South unequivo-
cally * accepts the situation' in which she is placed.
Everything that she has done has been done in
perfect faith, and in the true and highest sense of
the word, she is loyal. By this I mean that she
intends to abide by the laws of the land honestly,
to fulfill all her obligations faithfully and to keep
her word sacredly, and I assert that the North has
no right to demand more of her. You have no
right to ask, or expect that she will at once profess